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House of Commons
London

SW1A 0AA

17 November 2010 
<insert name>

ACT on AF Friday - Friday 26th November 2010 

I am writing to you as a member of the Atrial Fibrillation Association (AFA), to draw your attention to an initiative being spearheaded by the charity.

Atrial Fibrillation (AF) is the most common heart rhythm disorder in the UK, with an estimated 851,095 GP visits attributable to AF in 2008. Unfortunately, awareness and understanding of heart rhythm disorders amongst many health professionals is low, which can lead to some disorders going undetected. By diagnosing and treating AF at an early stage, the NHS will be able to save vast amounts of money, and for patients, this will offer them the restoration of quality of life, and the ability to participate in society again, whether that is caring for one’s family, earning a living or contributing in another way. 

It is for this reason that I am writing to you, enclosing a copy of the AF Patient Charter, to ask you to make representations to the Chief Executive of the PCT on my behalf to ensure that AF is made a priority in our area. As you will see, the attached Patient Charter has been developed “by patients for patients”, and represents views on what needs to be done in order to improve services for patients with AF, including better preventative measures, wider treatment options, and improved education and awareness initiatives for both medical professionals and the public.  The measures in the charter are practical steps that can be introduced and I would urge the local PCT to adopt these in order to improve the management and care of patients.
I hope that you are able to make representations on my behalf and I look forward to receiving a copy of the response in due course.  Further information about AF, or ACT on AF Friday can be obtained from Trudie Lobban MBE, Founder and CEO of Atrial Fibrillation Association at trudie@atrialfibrillation.org.uk or by telephone 01789 451837.
Yours sincerely, 

